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John ‘Barney’ Hines. 

 

This well-known photograph of Private John Hines of the Australian Imperial Force (AIF) was taken by 

war photographer Frank Hurley in the aftermath of the Battle of Polygon Wood in September 1917 and 

later published under the title Wild Eye. Hines had a reputation among his comrades as a prolific 

souvenir hunter and this photograph shows him surrounded by his trophies. 

John Hines was born Johannes Heim on 11 October 1878 in Liverpool to German immigrant parents, 

Jacob and Dora Heim; his father worked in the sugar refining industry in Liverpool. At the age of 14 he 

enlisted into the army, but was returned to his mother after she protested about his age. At 16 he 

enlisted into the Royal Navy, but was discharged a year later for medical reasons. He again enlisted into 

the British Army, serving with the Kings (Liverpool) Regiment for around three years.  

At some stage in his life he left Liverpool and wound up in New Zealand, where he was then going under 

the name of John Hines. He picked up a criminal record in New Zealand and after a number of years 

drifting through jobs he moved to Australia, working his passage as a Fireman on a ship called Somerset. 

He arrived in Australia in August 1915 and enlisted into the AIF claiming to be 28 years old. However, he 

was discharged in January 1916 as medically unfit. In May 1916 he successfully re-enlisted into the AIF, 

giving his age as 36 years and seven months. He was sent to the 45th Battalion, AIF and embarked for 

Europe on His Majesty’s Australian Troopship A18 Wiltshire, arriving in England on 22 August 1916.  

After completing training, the 45th Battalion was sent to France in March 1917, where it took part in the 

Battle of Messines in June. During the battle Hines captured 60 Germans sheltering in a bunker, 

although he was later wounded. During his recovery he was disciplined for stealing a horse and later 

trading it for a bottle of whisky. Hines had a reputation as an aggressive soldier and his battalion 

commander, Major Arthur Samuel Allen described him as a “tower of strength to the battalion while he 

was I the line.” Out of the line, however, his behaviour was erratic and he developed a record of 

indiscipline. He was court-martialled on nine occasions for drunkenness, impeding military police, 
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forging entries in his pay book and being absent without leave. His convictions lost him several 

promotions earned for bravery.  

Following his recovery he rejoined his battalion an took part in the Battle of Polygon Wood during Third 

Ypres, where he was photographed. Hines’ reputation inside and outside his battalion for souvenir 

collecting earned him the nickname ‘Souvenir King’. While he did collect material from the battlefield he 

often stole personal items from German POWs, later selling souvenirs to other soldiers for money or 

alcohol.  

In 1918 Hines was discharged from the AIF medically unfit with Haemorrhoids and returned to Australia. 

His army service file records he was wounded twice, although he claimed five times.  

For the rest of his life he lived near Mount Druitt on the outskirts of Sydney in a ‘humpy’, an Aboriginal  

shelter made out of sacks. His humpy was surrounded by a fence, on which he hung some German 

helmets. He survived on his army pension and odd jobs he could find.  

He enjoyed some renewed fame in the 1930s when his photograph from Polygon Wood resurfaced and 

an article in Reveille, the magazine of the Returned Sailors and Soldiers Imperial League of Australia, in 

1934 highlighted his desperate living conditions. His plight prompted some to send him money. Despite 

his poverty, Hines travelled to Concord Repatriation Hospital in Sydney each week to donate vegetables 

he had grown in the land surrounding his humpy for the Australian servicemen being treated there.  

 

John Hines died at Concord Repatriation Hospital On 29 January 1958, aged 85. He was buried in an 

unmarked grave at Rookwood Cemetery until 1971 when the Mount Druitt branch of the Returned 

Services League of Australia paid for a headstone to remember him by. In 2002 a monument 

commemorating him was built at the nearby Mount Druitt Waterholes Remembrance Garden and 2014 

the Australian War Memorial's redeveloped permanent World War I exhibition included a photograph of 

John Hines in their display.  
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