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Cottage de Vinck 

Kim and I recently stayed in the Cottage de Vinck, which is located along the lane at the rear of the 

Hooge Crater Museum. The cottage has been restored to its original 1919 condition by Niek and Ilse, 

owners of the Hooge Crater Museum and is now available as a holiday home, sleeping 4 people. We 

were the first ever paying guests to stay.   

                                                                                                                                                                                          
Baron Ferdinand de Vinck, 1919               Cottage de Vinck 2019 

The cottage was built in 1919 by the Baron de Vinck, the returning owner of the Hooge Chateau, which 

had been destroyed during the war.   

Ferdinand Marie François-Xavier de Vinck, (Baron de Vinck) was born on 4 December 1855 in Antwerp 

and died on 14 December 1927 at Ypres. His father, Jules de Vinck, obtained nobility recognition in 1846 

and a baron title that was extended to all his descendants in 1871. Ferdinand was a Belgian-Catholic 

politician. He was elected communal councillor of Zillebeke 1882 and was burgomaster between 1884-

1924 and Senator of the district of Kortrijk – Ypres. At the arrival of the war in Ypres in 1914 the Baron 

evacuated his family from their chateau at Hooge and moved to Versailles in France for the duration of 

the war. Returning in 1918, the family found the chateau had been completely destroyed by four years 

of shelling. The Belgian government encouraged the return of the population to the devasted region of 

West Flanders and provided subsidised emergency housing; either built of wood, or concrete as an 

incentive for people to return. On his return the Baron had the concrete cottage built and moved 

himself, wife and 5 children into the two-bedroomed cottage, where they stayed until the chateau was 

rebuilt. The Baron encouraged people to return to the Flanders region himself, to reclaim the shattered 

landscape by paying for wooden cottages to be built for them.   

The cottage has been restored to its 1919 décor and furnishings, no electricity or gas, hand-pumped 

water from a well, tin bath, outside toilet, cooking range, and candlelight. However, if living in 1919 

without the luxuries or necessities of the 21st century isn’t very attractive, then a small annexe at the 

side of the cottage provides all you need; electricity, WiFi, microwave, shower, flushing toilet, fridge and 

cooker.   
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The cottage has unspoilt views across to the Bellawaerde Ridge where the Liverpool Scottish are 

remembered for their attack in 1915 and memorial to them is situated at the edge of Railway Wood.     

                          
Living room                                                                         Kitchen area 

                      
Main Bedroom                                                                 Bellawaerde Ridge and Railway Wood 

Information https://www.barakdevinck.be/over-ons/  

https://www.barakdevinck.be/over-ons/
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